-In 1997 the mineral resources of Europe and neighbouring countries were presented as a printed map and a book of exhaustive information and references. This was the first published map inventory of mineral deposits from all parts of the formerly politically divided Europe (East and West), measured and evaluated according to identical geological and mining standards.
-This year, 2003, the same material is published on compact disk (CD-ROM) -a data bank which may be continuously completed and can serve as a framework for new databases for selected single or combined commodities.
(See also Introduction in the accompanying information book / compact disk and footnote here*).
The planning of the Mineral Atlas of the World at the scale 1:10,000,000 started in the mid-1980's. The world's superpowers and their respective allies were at that time still in their traditional East-West block position.
For 'diplomatic' reasons, national borders were not marked on the printed map, while in certain regions, like the former Soviet Union, the Balkans and the Middle East, the political entity 'country' has periodically not been fully appropriate. However, the map's subdivision by country is strictly bound to the reported 'nationality' of each individual mineral deposit ('country number').
Much of the information from the sphere of the former Soviet Union had been actively hidden since the 1920's. Geological information, mining data and topography were in principle controlled by different governmental organisations, i.e. various ministries, universities, academies of sciences and others. Correspondingly, western countries had restrictions regarding access to strategic material as minerals for the armed forces, space research and occasionally for purely commercial reasons. However, after glasnost and the gradual erosion of the Iron Curtain, the word strategic has radically changed its meaning.
Mineral Atlas of the World

Map sheet No 9: Europe and neighbouring countries
Distribution of compact disk with map, 1:10 000 000, and book with informative data and references:
Compilation for preparation of the map was mainly based on individual contributions from central geological institutions in each country, such as national geological surveys, universities and academies of science. Certain mining companies were frequently consulted. Among the contributors for the 55 countries, some thirty individuals are mentioned on the map. The backbone of this large team of contributors was the CGMW Sub-commission for Metallogenic Maps. Among CGMW delegates and officers there are no individual 'national representatives', only skilled craftsmen within their respective specialties, -probably a useful feature in the same sense as the lack of national borders on the printed maps. In order to maintain continuity in the work and avoid too much formal bureaucracy, strong and steady contacts between single committee members took place. Many of our contacts were also 'unofficial', and we profited from networks of personal contacts developed by organisations like IAGOD (International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits) and IMA (International Mineralogical Association).
The geological background of this deposits map is relatively simple. It contains 784 mineral deposits whose main importance is of former or current economic character. Many of them are today solely of scientific or historic interest. For the sake of readability, independently of all nationalities represented on the map, a common legend has been elaborated and accepted here and for all the forthcoming map sheets of the Mineral Atlas. The deposit symbols used are thus of 'evocative' character, emulating the natural morphology of the deposits, their modes of formation and their size.
The Geological Survey of Norway (NGU) has made a digital version of the metallogenic map combined with the mineral atlas database tables on a CD with financial support from CGMW and UNESCO.
The Mineral Atlas is published as an ESRI map file (pmf-file), which makes the atlas automatically accessible thanks to the included ArcReader free software. This light version of a GIS softwares gives the user the possibility to zoom in and out with access to different layers, identifying feature information and printing layouts. Base map data are obtained from the dataset Digital Map of the World from ESRI. This CD also contains all the necessary data sets to reconstruct the printed version of the map sheet by other GIS software, which read ArcInfo coverage, shapefiles and dxf-files. It also gives geographical access to the Mineral Atlas database containing detailed table information of each deposit as previously published printed version of lists and mineral deposits. In addition an ESRI ArcMap document file (mxd-file) is included for ESRI ArcGIS software users.
The target group of users of the Mineral Atlas of the World are variegated. Although we hope these maps will decorate the coming generation's classrooms, they are mainly meant for people with a professional approach to mineral resources and for students of geology and mining. Specialists as well as amateurs in the right meaning of the word are invited: economists, historians, archaeologists and certainly decision makers and politicians of all countries.
Price of the printed version: 37 Euro Price of the digital version : 40 Euro Set of both versions: 50 Euro
